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FORVER NYPD OFFI CER SENTENCED TO 35 MONTHS
| MPRI SONMENT FOR CIVIL RI GHTS VI OLATI ONS

DAVI D N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced that CRAIG G YOKEM CK,
a former New York City Police Oficer, was sentenced today in
Manhattan federal court by United States District Judge VICITOR
MARRERO to 35 nonths of inprisonnment for violating the civil
rights of Kenneth Banks, who died as a result of head injuries he
sust ai ned during the course of an arrest on Cctober 29, 1998.

On August 6, 2004, YOKEM CK pl eaded guilty to Counts
One and Two of the Indictnent. As admtted by YOKEM CK during
his guilty plea, and as charged in Count One of the Indictnent,
YOKEM CK threw a police radio at M. Banks, resulting in the
injuries to Kenneth Banks, and thereby deprived M. Banks of his
constitutional right to be secure in his person and free fromthe
use of unreasonabl e force by one acting under col or of |aw.
YOKEM CK al so admtted during his guilty plea that, as charged in
Count Two of the Indictment, he acted with deliberate
indifference to the serious nedical needs of M. Banks by failing

to provi de necessary and appropriate nedical care and treatnment



for M. Banks, resulting in bodily injury to M. Banks, and
thereby willfully deprived M. Banks of his constitutional right
not to be deprived of liberty without due process of |aw, which
includes the right to receive necessary and appropriate nedi cal
care and treatnent while in official custody. 1In his plea

al l ocution, YOKEM CK adnmitted that he threw his police radio at
Banks, hitting himin the head area, and, after doing so, he
failed to informhis sergeant at the scene of the fact that he
had thrown the radi o at Kenneth Banks.

M . Banks was pronounced brain dead within hours of his
arrest and died on Novenber 10, 1998, after he was taken off of
life support.

Al t hough YOKEM CK did not plead guilty to Count Three
of the Indictnment, which was dism ssed at the time of sentencing,
YOKEM CK al so adm tted, pursuant to the terns of his plea
agreenent, that he violated the civil rights of another
i ndi vidual, John Richardson, during a separate incident that
occurred in Yorktown Heights, New York, on April 26, 2002.

Pursuant to the terns of the plea agreenent entered
into between YOKEM CK and the CGovernnent, YOKEM CK faced a
sentenci ng range of between 33 and 41 nonths of inprisonnent.

In addition to the sentence of 35 nonths of
i nprisonnment, Judge MARRERO al so ordered YOKEM CK to serve 3

years of supervised rel ease, during which tinme he nust perform



300 hours of community service and enroll in an anger nmanagenent
program

M. KELLEY praised the Federal Bureau of |nvestigation
for its investigation of this case.

Assi stant United States Attorneys SHARON L. M CARTHY
and ANDREWW SCHILLING are in charge of the prosecution.
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